Good morning; let us pray

Father God 

We pray for our world. We are concerned about the spread of the virus which in a matter of weeks has engulfed all parts of the globe. We pray especially for those places where clean water is a dream for many people, where soap and sanitisers are rare, and the health services rudimentary. We pray for your protection of these vulnerable people. 

We are sorry that the virus has revealed inequalities which humankind has caused by unfair distribution of your gracious gifts intended for all.

We are sorry too that lock-down has confirmed how humanity's abuse has damaged your globe, the perfect environment you gave us to care for. Air pollution, water pollution and suppression of nature all show how we have got things so badly wrong.

We pray that we can learn the lessons that this pandemic can teach us. We pray for your help and guidance to come out of the present situation with a fresh resolve to address the problems which challenge us and  our world.

We pray this in Jesus name {AMEN}

We give thanks Lord that in these strange times we have resolute people determined to keep our health service going, people determined to keep essential services running, people determined to protect the vulnerable. We give thanks for NHS and care workers, for the supply chain people that keep us fed, for all the utility workers, and for all those providing other vital services often less invisible to us.

Lord give guidance to the country's leaders, that they might take your commandments and teaching to heart and use them as their operating plan. In this way, Lord, we pray that your will be done and your kingdom come. {AMEN}

We give thanks for our community, Lord, our parish and our surroundings. Thank you for our clergy and our leadership team. Thank you for the support systems put in place. And in a moment of quiet we each pray for someone or some situation that is on our hearts.

{Pause]

{AMEN}

Keep us, good Lord,
under the shadow of your mercy.
Sustain and support the anxious,
be with those who care for the sick,
and lift up all who are brought low;
that we may find comfort
knowing that nothing can separate us from your love
in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Amen. 

We say together the collect for today : 

Risen Christ,
for whom no door is locked, no entrance barred:

open the doors of our hearts,

that we may seek the good of others

and walk the joyful road of sacrifice and peace,

to the praise of God the Father.
Amen

and conclude our prayer time with the lords prayer 

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and for ever.
Amen. 

